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Welcome to Summer! The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration tells us that for the United States June 2021 was the hottest June ever recorded. And rainfall? Our community had around twice the average amount of rain during the month.
But our lake is beautiful even on a hot and rainy day. And the geese enjoy it.
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Summer flowers are in abundance. Whether planted by humans like this crepe myrtle or by nature like this purple passionflower or maypop near the lake (which was too high for me to photograph head on), they add to the uniqueness that defines our community. 
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Longtime Lakewood Estates resident Margaret Goodwyn passed away recently. She would have turned 100 years of age next month, her son Tyler told me. 
For Ms. Goodwyn and others that have been lost I will share my Night Star Haiku.
Twinkling points of light
Scattered across a black sky
Handiwork of God
New star now in sky
Shines above in heaven’s night
Ever present love

Covid has left many of us without the sense of community that we shared prior to the pandemic. While the pandemic might not be over yet, we can still begin to rebuild what we had. Invite your neighbors for outdoor coffee or cocktails. Develop and share plans for improving your corner of the neighborhood. Then together, make those plans a reality. Share those plans with your board member. 
Your “buy-in” for Lakewood Estates is the $150 annual contribution that collectively allows us to keep the grass cut and pay the electric and tax bills for the association. If you have not made this payment for 2021 please do so. 
Lakewood Improvement Association was incorporated on September 9, 1982 (and Margaret Goodwyn was one of the incorporators). For almost 40 years the board of directors has led the community. The Articles of Incorporation defines the purpose of the corporation as “acquiring and maintaining real and personal property to provide recreational facilities for its members and their guests.”  It also allows the board to make and amend bylaws which the board has done.
Dues can be paid with a check or money order made out to Lakewood Improvement Association, or cash or by secure payment on our web site.
www.lakewoodestatesofbessemer.com




Pet Waste


[image: A dog walking in the grass  Description automatically generated with low confidence]




When walking your dogs, please carry a doggy bag to pick up their poop if they defecate.
Soon there will be bags available at the Little Free Library in case you need to “borrow” one.
The following is from the City of Bessemer website.

Pet waste can be a major source of bacteria and excess nutrients in local waters.
When walking your pet, remember to pick up the waste and dispose of it properly. Flushing pet waste is the best disposal method. 
Leaving pet waste on the ground increases public health risks by allowing harmful bacteria and nutrients to wash into the storm drain and eventually into local water bodies.

Lawn Care
Please don’t blow your grass clippings into the street or into your neighbor’s yard.











The following is from the City of Bessemer website.

Excess fertilizers and pesticides applied to lawns and gardens wash off and pollute streams. 


In addition, yard clippings and leaves can wash into storm drains and contribute nutrients and organic matter to streams.
· Don’t over water your lawn. Consider using a soaker hose instead of a sprinkler.
· Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly. When use is necessary, use these chemicals in the recommended amounts. Use organic mulch or safer pest control methods whenever possible.
· Compost or mulch yard waste. Don’t leave it in the street or sweep it into storm drains or streams.
· Cover piles of dirt or mulch being used in landscaping projects.
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